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SEMPER FI 

MARINES 

Detachment Website Address  — http://www.mcldet186.org 

Next General Membership Meeting  

November 24, 2009 at 7 p.m. 
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Due to Thanksgiving Holiday the deadline for next issue 

will be November 19, 2009 

COMMANDANT - JACK O’ROURKE 

Sr. Vice Commandant 

Jr. Vice Commandant 

Judge Advocate 

Past Commandant  

Paymaster 

Chaplain 

Sgt. At Arms 

Adjutant 

Historian 

Richard Szyc 

Bruce Russell 

Bill Coveney 

Michael S. Lamb 

T. Scott Kruse 

Richard M. Moran 

Caroll M. George 

Dave McGrath 

Betty Elinoff 

Our elections were held on October 27th.  Results of this years 

election will be published in the December edition of “The 

Word”. 

 

We will be celebrating our beloved Marine Corps 234th Birth-

day at our Ball being held on Saturday, November 14th at The 

Orleans.  The festivities will start at 1700.  It shall be a grand 

evening honoring 234 years of glorious history.  There are still 

tickets available for those who would like to attend.  Call Chuck 

Dixon at 496-3000.  Rooms are available at The Orleans for 

$38 on Thursday, $105 on Friday and Saturday and $56 on Sun-

day.  The phone number for The Orleans is (702) 365-7111.  

The code is 9GNDC11. 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT 

Message from the Commandant continued on page  4 
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LEATHERNECK CLUB SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES  

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CLUB MANAGER  - JIMMY GRACH 

 

November 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 
Chicago  
Police 
7 p.m. 

4 
Bottle 
Club 
7 p.m. 

5 6 7 
Finance 
Meeting 
Noon 

8 9 
Officers 
Meeting 
7 p.m. 
 
Marine 
Riders 
7 p.m. 

10 
Chips 
Meeting 
7 p.m. 
 
Happy 
Birthday 
Marines! 

11 
Veterans 
Day 
 
 

12 13 
Cake 
Cutting 
Ceremony 
5 p.m. 

14 
Marine 
Corps 
Birthday 
Ball 
7 p.m. 
The  
Orleans 
 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 
General 
Meeting 
7 p.m. 

25 
 

26 
Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner 
2 p.m. 

27 28 

29 30      

First, we would like to thank Gary Copenhaver and his crew for finishing the 

paint of the Club; and Dave Muzerolle for painting the overhead at the bar. Also, 

we want to thank Hugh and Carol Kennedy for donation of a security system for 

our cameras. Well done everyone! 

 

On Tuesday, Nov. 10th, we will celebrate our 234th birthday … so come on down 

to the Club and toast a few with your fellow Marines. Wednesday is Veterans Day 

and the Club will open early, so if you are marching in the parade there will be 

coffee and donuts available. Friday is the cake cutting ceremony at 1800.  

Message from the Club Manager continued on page 3. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Flags+picture
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MESSAGE FROM THE CLUB MANAGER, CONT’D. 

Baltimore, MD (September 22, 2009)  -  The American Pain Foundation (APF) 

announced the release of Iraq War Veteran and Pain Advocate Derek McGinnis’ 

first book, Exit Wounds:  A Survival Guide to Pain Management for Returning 

Veterans and Their Families.  Written in collaboration with nationally renowned 

pain experts, the release date for Exit Wounds coincides with September’s desig-

nation as Pain Awareness Month. 

McGinnis, who sustained a traumatic brain injury, extensive shrapnel wounds, 

damage to his eye and amputation of his left leg above the knee from an Impro-

vised Explosive Device (IED) while serving in the U.S. Navy in Iraq, said, “I 

wrote Exit Wounds because when I was struggling with horrific pain caused by 

my injuries, there was no guide, no map, no mentor to steer me through the mine-

field I was navigating.  Exit Wounds contains the information my family and I 

desperately needed back in 2004.” 

Exit Wounds is both a guide to pain management for veterans and their family 

members, and also the inspiring story of how one man, with the support of his 

family and fellow veterans, fought to survive and even thrive despite his traumatic 

injuries and painful path to recovery.  

 

To read an excerpt of Exit Wounds or to learn more on where you can obtain a 

copy of Exit Wounds, visit www.exitwoundsforveterans.org.   

IRAQ WAR VETERAN RELEASES NEW BOOK 

We will serve hors d’oeuvres from 1700 until we run out. Saturday is the Birthday 

Ball at the Orleans and we will have a band at the Club. The fun begins at 2300 

and will go until around 2 a.m. Chef Greg is going to open the kitchen and will 

serve up breakfast, SOS, or anything else you would like. 

 

We will have a Thanksgiving Dinner at the Club on Thursday, beginning at 2 p.m. 

If anyone would like to donate turkeys or fixing, please contact me at the Club. 

Join us that day for a little football and a great meal! 

 

See you at the Club! 

 

http://www.exitwoundsforveterans.org/
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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT CONT’D. 

GOLF TOURNMENT  

The Marine Corps would like to have a golf tournament to benefit the Marine 

Corps ROTC, at our local high school. 

 

We would like to have the tournament the first week of June in 2010. We need 

volunteers, players and sponsors. Anyone interested please call Tony Shaw at 

(702) 341-9488. Remember, this is your Club and your league … so please help. 

 

SEMPER FI, 

Tony Shaw 

Our Guest of Honor this year is Lt. General M. Brandtner.  The Lt. General will 

be at the Club on Friday the 13th, the night before the Ball, to cut a cake and cele-

brate the Birthday for those who can’t attend on Saturday night. 

 

The Building Committee has been re-doing the inside and outside of the Club.  

We have new landscaping with new plants, rocks and a new retaining wall.  Chil-

dress Hall and the bar were recently painted and the new colors look great.  

Thanks to everyone who volunteered to help. 

 

The League is registered to march in the Veteran’s Day Parade on 11 November.  

We will have a Color Guard, a unit of marchers, the truck for our senior members 

to ride and our Marine Riders.  The Veteran’s Day Parade is always the largest pa-

rade in Las Vegas.  Let’s have a good turnout.  Last year we hosted a number of 

wounded warriors at the Club and some of our members took our warriors out on 

the town on November 10th in celebration of the Marine Corps Birthday. 

 

It has been my pleasure to serve as your Commandant this last year and I am 

really looking forward to serving you again.  Feel free to call me anytime with 

any suggestions or ideas on how we can make our Club better and yes, you can 

call me with a legitimate complaint. 

 

The Leatherneck Club is our house and we want to make all Marines and their 

guests welcome to come in and have a good time. 

 

SEMPER FI, 

Jack 



MARINE RIDERS OF LAS VEGAS  -  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Soldiers Supporting Soldiers 2009 

Marine Riders monthly meeting 

USMC 234th Birthday … Happy Birthday Marines! 

COC Meeting 

IOOB MC 2nd Friday Party 

Toys for Tots Run 2009 

Marine Corps Ball 

ABATE Meeting at Mr. D’s (702) 731-6453 

Red Flag Event 

Riders 24th Annual Turkey Run 

 

For more information visit http://marineriders.us. 
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11/07/09 

11/09/09 

11.10/09 

11/12/09 

11/13/09 

11/14/09 

11/14/09 

11/17/09 

11/22/09 

11/22/09 

 

    

 SUPPORT OUR TROOPS  -  OPERATION CHRISTMAS STOCKING 

For the eighth year in a row Operation Christmas Stocking will be sending Christ-

mas stockings full of goodies to our Marines, sailors, soldiers and airmen serving 

in harm's way.  This year the focus will be mainly on our Marines in Afghanistan.   

 

There will be a poker run sponsored by Las Vegas Harley Davidson on Nov. 1st, 

but we are in need of donations of goods or money, which can be dropped off at 

the Leatherneck Club. 

  

If every member of the Greater Nevada Detachment of the Marine Corps League 

just donated one simple item (i.e., a package of socks, beef jerky, hard candy, 

hand and/or foot warmers, insoles, mouthwash, breath mints, magazines, hot 

chocolate mix, deodorant, razors, trail mix, granola bars, Fiber One Bars, etc.), we 

could fill those stockings to the brim and use the money raised at the poker run 

strictly for postage.   

 

If you need further information, please contact Cheryl Gardner at 702-258-0517 

or at email her at babyboytwo@cox.net.  Thank you for thinking of our young 

men and women during the most blessed of holidays. 

UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION 

Have you moved, changed your phone number, email address or just want to 

make sure we have all your information correct? If so, we would like you to  

contact Paul Lightfoot at (702) 448-6186.  

mailto:babyboytwo@cox.net
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Next General Meeting is  Nov. 24th. All associate/regular members are welcome. 

GENERAL MEETING REMINDER 

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATIONS FOR NOVEMBER 2009 

ADVERTISING ON THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE’S WEB-SITE 

If you would like to advertise on the Marine Corps League’s web-site contact 

Rick Reynolds at (702) 633-7577 for more information. 

MCL # Last Name First Name Expire Date 

226004 BOGGS BRADLEY 11/20/2009 

225977 CASHDAN JR ELIOT 11/20/2009 

138559 FOWLER CHARLES 11/20/2009 

225976 GARDBERG GEROME 11/20/2009 

187916 KAPALA JOSEPH 11/30/2009 

203977 MORAN RICHARD 11/30/2009 

225975 PARKER ROBERT 11/10/2009 

159894 VILLANUEVA FRANK 11/30/2009 

181631 WHIDDEN CLINT 11/30/2009 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN COLD AND FLU SYMPTOMS 

 

SYMPTOMS COLD FLU 

Fever  Rare Usually Present  

Aches  Slight  Usual, often severe  

Chills  Uncommon  Fairly common  

Tiredness  Mild  Moderate to severe  

Sudden Symptoms  

Symptoms appear 

gradually  

Symptoms can appear within 

3-6 hours  

Coughing  

Hacking, productive 

cough  Dry, unproductive cough  

Sneezing  Common  Uncommon  

Stuffy nose  Common  Uncommon  

Sore throat  Common  Uncommon  

Chest Discomfort  Mild to moderate  Often severe  

Headache  Uncommon  Common  



On behalf of everyone at the Club 

have a blessed Thanksgiving holiday! 
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP PRICE INFORMATION 

As of January 1, 2009 

 

Up to and including age 35:   $500.00 

Age 36 up to and including age 50: $400.00 

Age 51 up to and including age 60: $300.00 

Age 61 and over:    $150.00 

 

Consider a life membership on your next renewal date. 

 
The person applying for life membership must be a regular member in good 

standing for one (1) year prior to application. 

 

National Bylaws Article Six—Members Section 645—Life Members 

 

Any member of the Marine Corps League who is in good standing may become a 

life member, upon proper payment of the fee, as required herein. A life member 

shall be subject to the payment of no further dues of a detachment, department, or 

national, such member shall have all privileges, rights and benefits enjoyed as a 

member as long as that member shall live. 

RENTAL OF CHILDRESS HALL FOR REUNIONS, MEETINGS, ETC.  

Need a place to hold your holiday party, have your wedding/reception, or just hold 

that month meeting?  We have that space! For pricing information and availability 

contact the club manager, Jimmy Grach, at (702)368-1775 or email him at 

clubmgr@mcldet186.org. 

READ “THE WORD” ON-LINE  

If you have access to a computer visit our web-site at http://www.mcldet186.org/

newsletters.cfm to view the current or past issues. By the first of each month the 

latest edition of “The Word” is posted. This really helps the Club with mailing 

costs. Just send a email to editor@mcldet186.org , so you can be removed from 

the mailing list. Thank you for your support! 



Dated News Open and Read Immediately 
Greater Nevada Detachment 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________#___________ 

City:__________________________________________________________________________________ State____________ Zip_______________________ 

Date of Birth:__________/__________/__________ Phone Number__________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Enlistment/Commissioning:____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Date of Discharge/Separation/Retire:___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Type of Application:   New (       )   Renewal (       )   Dual (       )   Regular (       )   Associate (       ) 

(       ) I hereby apply for membership in the Greater Nevada Detachment, and enclosure $30.00 for one year’s membership 

(       ) I hereby apply for membership in the Marine Corps League as a Member-At-Large (MAL) and enclose $30.00 for one year’s membership 

*Includes free subscription to MARINE CORPS LEAGUE MAGAZINE 

I hereby certify I have served as a U.S. Marine for more than 90 days, that the character of my service has been honorable, and if discharged, I am in receipt of an honorable discharge. By 

signature on this application, I hereby agree to provide proof of honorable discharge/service upon request. 

Upon completion, turn into your Detachment sponsor with required payment. Applicants for MAL Membership, remit this form with check or money order in the amount of  $30.00 to: 

Marine Corps League, P.O. Box 3070, Merrifield, VA 22116. 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________    _______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sponsor-where applicable)                                                                                                       Applicant’s Signature 

*All renewal dues and new memberships for will now cost $30.  Please 

consider becoming a life member. Life Membership information is on  

page 6 and Membership Expirations are on page 7. 


