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Christmas is a favorite time for everyone, young and 

old.  It's a time to be joyful and happy, but for some and 

sometime it's difficult.   I remember my first Christmas 

away from home and family on Okinawa in 1959.  Af-

ter a great meal of turkey and dressing at the club, my 

two roommates and I returned to our room to try and 

kill time until supper.  We turned on the radio and all 

we could get were Christmas Carols.  That made it even 

worse.  The station played several clips from movie 

stars about what Christmas meant to them.  We all 

started to cry at the same time. 

MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT 

Message from the Commandant continued on page  7 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CLUB MANAGER  - JIMMY GRACH 

Well it is a New Year and the office and staff wish you and your fami-

lies a happy and healthy New Year. 

 

I want to thank you all for the food for our Thanksgiving Day Feast and 

the Christmas party. It was absolutely GREAT! Plus it was so nice to 

see everyone having a fun time again and seeing all the different spe-

cialties dishes that were presented. 

 

We will be having a “Super Bowl” party with special food and drinks 

on that day. I can’t really elaborate on it yet, so call the Club after Janu-

ary 15th or just come on down that day …. you won’t be disappointed!  

 

The AK 47 will be raffled off at the end of the “Super Bowl” game  if 

we have enough tickets purchased. Don’t forget we have brand new 

TV’s thanks to Vinnie Sherman, Col. Politz and  other members who 

chipped in on our 42” TV set. Our pool table has been redone, so there 

won’t be any excuses accepted for how bad you play! 

 

As of the middle of January I have been your Club Manager for a year 

and it has been a great honor and privilege to work for our members. I 

would like to thank our past and present financial committee, staff and 

some of our members for helping to improve the Club. Remember if 

you see something that needs improvement please tell me or put a note 

in my mail box. I can’t fix it unless I know there is a problem.  

 

We want to wish Lou Ferracane and Denisa a life time of happiness as 

they were married on December 11th. Congratulations! 
 
See you at the Club! 

 

GENERAL MEETING REMINDER 

Next General Meeting is Jan. 27th. All associate/regular members are welcome. 



MARINE RIDERS OF LAS VEGAS  -  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Marine Riders New Years Day Ride 

LVHD Frosty Balls Ride 

Marine Riders’ Monthly Meeting 

ABATE Meeting at Mr. D’s (702) 731-6453 

 

Marine Riders New Years Day Ride: Come ride 

with us to start the New Year right. We will meet at 

the Railroad Pass Casino for breakfast at 0900 or ear-

lier. Rubber on the road at 1000. We can not  ride the 

North Shore Road this year because of many miles of 

construction and loose gravel. We will think of an-

other beautiful, easy ride which will be lots of fun! 

Come if you can! 

 
For information on upcoming events visit the Marine  

Riders’ website at http://marineriders.us. 
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Meeting Date  Event     Location 

2nd Monday of  Marine Riders of Las Vegas Marine Corps League 

every month at  Monthly Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

 

2nd Thursday of  Confederation of Clubs  Eagles Club 

every month at       (Corner of Bruce & 

Washington        by Cashman Field) 

7:00 p.m.                                                                               

 

1st Monday of  Marine Corps League  Marine Corps League 

every month at  Officers Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Please email “SNOOPY” with all updates, changes or corrections at 

snoopy@marineriders.us. or you can email the editor of The Word at edi-

tor@mcldet186.org. 

MARINE RIDERS OF LAS VEGAS  -  MEETING INFORMATION 

1-1 

1-10 

1-12 

1-20 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Change Helps Us Grow! 
 

Do you ever get nervous about your changing world? Most people find it hard to 

endure endings and beginnings. We go through periods of adjustment, whether we 

like it or not. 

 

You’ve heard the question, “Is the glass half full or half empty?” It’s hard to tell 

the difference from endings and beginnings. Most people like things to stay the 

same, but that would eliminate the growth process that accompanies every transi-

tion. The stability and security you cherish may vanish with an ending, but the 

good news is that when something dies, something else is born. 

 

Martin Luther said, “I have had many things in my hands, and have lost them all; 

but whatever I have been able to put in God’s hands I still possess”. We must 

learn to let go of things in order to live with stability in our life. If anything in this 

world is impossible, it is the effort to stop endings and beginnings. 

 

To let go and live means to let some doors close so new ones may open. You have 

heard it said, God does open a window when he closes a door. That can be tough 

to see sometimes, but if you look back at your life, chances are you can see the 

hand of God in each and every change. God wants us to remember and cherish the 

past without clinging to it. We can’t go back … only forward. Our past truly is not 

our potential. 

 

So, as much as we all want things to stay comfortable and just as they are, we 

need not fear change because our God is the God of our past, present, and future. 

Change is part of God’s plan for us to grow and do work God want us to do while 

we are alive on this earth. 

 

As our world keeps changing, remember that to let go of the past allows us to 

claim the bright future God has waiting for us. And that makes it all worthwhile. 

 

Enjoy life’s changes! May everyone of you have a positive outlook on life with 

the coming New Year.  

 

God Bless, 

Your Chaplain R. Moran 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HISTORIAN 

 With the New Year fast approaching what better way to begin it than 

with a autobiography for our “THEN AND NOW” album. You can pick 

up a questionnaire from our bartenders or request one by contacting the 

editor of “The Word”, complete it and return it to us along with these 

helpful questions that we normally ask: 

 

1)  Early history: where and when were you born, schooling and any 

 early memories? 

2)  Where and when did you join the Corps? 

3)  Why? What influenced you to join? 

4)  Where did you receive your initial training? Any additional train

 ing? 

5)  What was your MOS (job) in the Corps? 

6)  First duty station assignment? Other places of interest? 

7)  Did you find military life a problem? Or do you think it enhanced 

 your life? 

8)  What rank did you achieve? 

9)  Do any interesting or unusual people you have met come to mind? 

10)  Anywhere you would like to go back to? 

11) When and where were you discharged? 

12) Any regrets? Great experiences? 

 

Should you have any questions ... please feel free to contact me through 

the Club. 

 

I sincerely hope that the New Year brings great joy and happiness to 

you and your families. 

 

Betty Elinoff 

Historian 
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RENTAL OF CHILDRESS HALL FOR REUNIONS, MEETINGS, ETC.  

LEATHERNECK CLUB SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 

THIS MONTH AT THE LEATHERNECK CLUB 
Note: Dates are subject to change or events may be added per management. 

 
1-1-09 

1-3-09 

1-5-09 

1-5-09 

1-6-09 

1-7-09 

1-10-09 

1-10-09 

1-12-09 

1-13-09 

1-18-09 

1-27-09 

  

Bloody Mary Day 

Finance Meeting  - Noon 

Ladies Legion Auxiliary meeting  - 9:00 a.m. 

Officers Meeting  -  7:00 p.m.. 

Chicago Police Meeting  -  7:00 p.m.. 

Bottle Club Meeting  -  7:00 p.m. 

American Legion Meeting  -  10:30 a.m. 

Blue Star Meeting  -  11:00 a.m. 

Marine Riders’ Meeting  -  7:00 p.m. 

CHIPS Meeting  -  7:00 p.m. 

JWV Meeting  -  11:00 a.m. 

General Meeting  -  7:00 p.m. 
 

 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE COLOR GUARD ACTIVITY 

The Color Guard participated in The EnduroCross National Champion-

ships at the Orleans Hotel & Casino’s arena on 22 Nov. The members 

who took part in the ceremony where Bruce Russell, Ed Iulo, Steve 

Sanson, and Jack O'Rourke.  

If you wish to use the space for a party or a meeting place, please con-

tact the club manager, Jimmy Grach, (702)368-1775 or email 

clubmgr@mcldet186.org for pricing and availability.  

BIRTHDAY BALL COMMITTEE  

The next Birthday Ball committee meeting will be held on Saturday, 

January 10th at the Marine Corps League in the library. Any one who 

wants to attend is welcome. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDANT CONT’D. 

The next year I was with my family including both sets of in-laws at 

Mare Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, Ca.  You can guess what was on 

the radio------Christmas Carols.  All I could think about were the men 

and women away from home on Okinawa or aboard ship and it brought 

tears to my eyes.   When we all sat down at the table, I gave special 

thanks to everyone who was not with their families. 

  

Over the years I have never forgotten how separated and alone I felt 

that rainy dark day so long ago.  I am extremely thankful for all the 

wonderful Christmas days I have enjoyed since 1959. 

  

Our thoughts and prayers are with all the men and women serving our 

country in foreign lands, some in immediate danger.  Lets all pray that 

everyone of those brave warriors make it home safe and sound.  My 

wish for all the members of the League and their families is that you 

had a blessed Christmas and will have the happiest of New Years.  It 

would really be something if we would carry with us all year the beauty 

and joy of this Christmas Season.  

 

Semper Fi, 

Capt. Jack 
 

Our parking spaces in our lot, in front of the Club, have been repainted. 

Please be courteous when your come to the Club and park your vehicle. 

If you are in a parking stall on the East side be sure that your vehicle 

doesn’t extend over into the West side parking space; as this is a tight 

squeeze for those in the West spaces to get in and out of. We have also 

added motorcycle parking spaces in front of the light pole, making this 

no longer a parking space for vehicles. Motorcycles are still allowed to 

park in any available parking space.  Thanks from the management! 

 

CLUB PARKING SPACES HAVE BEEN REPAINTED 



WEB-SITES FOR VETERANS 
Below are web-sites that provide information on Veterans benefits and 
how to file/ask for them. Accordingly, there are many sites that explain 
how to obtain books, military/medical records, information and how to 
appeal a denied claim with the VA. Nearly 100% of this information is 
free and available for all veterans, the only catch is: you have to ask for 
it, because they won't tell you about a  
specific benefit unless you ask for it. You need to know what questions 
to ask so the right doors open for you -- and then be ready to have an 
advocate who is willing to work with and for you, stay in the process, 
and press for your rights and your best interests. 
 
Board of Veteran's Appeals http://www.va.gov/vbs/bva/  

Center for Women Veterans http://www1.va.gov/womenvet/  

Department of Veterans Affairs Home Page http://www.va.gov/  

Directory of Veterans Service Organizations  
http://www1.va.gov/vso/index.cfm?template=view  

Establishing Combat Veteran Eligibility  
http://www1.va.gov/vhapublications/ViewPublication.asp?
pub_ID=315 

Federal Benefits for Veterans and Dependants 2005  
http://www1.va.gov/opa/vadocs/fedben.pdf OR,  
http://www1.va.gov/opa/vadocs/current_benefits.htm  

Forms and Records Request http://www.va.gov/vaforms/  

Homeless Veterans http://www1.va.gov/homeless/  

Survivor's and Dependents' Educational Assistance  
http://www.access.gpo.gov/uscode/title38/partiii_chapter35_.html  

VA Loan Lending Limits and Jumbo Loans  
http://valoans.com/va_facts_limits.cfm 

 

Note: Additional web-sites will be features in next months edition of “The 

Word”. 
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YES, LAS VEGAS, SANTA IS REAL! 
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It makes you feel great at Christmas when you’re able to give someone 

a gift … just ask Santa. 

 

For many years, Las Vegas’ favorite Santa, Don Salomonson, has been 

bringing joy to local residents, especially those who are physically and 

educationally challenged, both young and old. Dressed in the traditional 

red suit and sporting a natural beard, Santa arrives in his sleigh with the 

traditional bag of goodies. And, in Las Vegas, he has many helpers, in-

cluding local business men, Easter Seals, Toys for Tots, The Variety 

Club, members of Las Vegas Fire and Rescue, Las Vegas Cruisin’ Asso-

ciation and the Ferrari Club, famed magician Lance Burton, Las Vegas 

Mayor Oscar Goodman, and many others. 

 

On December 20, Santa started the day with Breakfast with Santa, an 

event for the families of the U.S. Army Reserves whose loved ones are 

deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan. That afternoon, he lead members of 

the Las Vegas Cruisin’ Association and the Ferrari Club on their Christ-

mas Toy Run down Boulder Highway, bring club donated gifts to over 

700 children at Robert Taylor Elementary School, one of the most eco-

nomically challenged schools in the Las Vegas Valley. The toys, Santa, 

and the sight of the classic cars all delighted the attendees. 

 

One of Santa’s favorite appearances was on Christmas morning when 

he surprised the mothers and children at The Shade Tree shelter. The 

staff  woke the occupants at the crack of dawn and lead them to where 

Santa was waiting with their gifts. “Can you imagine it?” Santa asked. 

“They woke up at 5:00 a.m. on Christmas morning and Santa was there 

for them”. 

 

Don (Santa) is available for those in need all year long. If you know of 

anyone that needs his special touch you can contact him at http://www. 

santaoflasvegas@cox.net or call him at (702-524-1000). 
Article provided by La Voce of Las Vegas 
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FORMER ‘IDOL’ SERENADES MARINES 

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATIONS FOR DECEMBER 2008 

MEMBERS #     NAME    EXPIRATION DATE 

205776   Schneider, Matthew  01/31/09 

205800   Sunderland, Monty  01/31/09 

89000    Cannistraci, Frank   01/31/09 

167661   Robbins, William   01/31/09 

197521   Motl, Scott    01/31/09 

X18088   Vargovich, Mark   01/31/09 

175310   Hoopaugh, Charles  01/31/09 

220619   Crowley, Alfred   01/31/09 

220525   Coffman, Kerry   01/31/09 

220526   Egner, Charles   01/31/09 

220527   Smith, Kimberly   01/31/09 

221483   Heying, Jerry   01/31/09 

220617   Mizel, Steven   01/31/09 

221522   Bryno, Fred    01/31/09 

221524   Shields, Russell   01/31/09 

221525   Wood, Benjamin   01/31/09 

221526   Kenney, Bruce   01/31/09 

130911   Marvin, Jr., Alfred   01/31/09 

221523   Luehmann, James   01/31/09 

X22873   Ives, Jennie    01/31/09   

 

The Associated Press: Thursday Dec 18, 2008  

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — North Carolina native and country singer Kellie Pickler 

joined other artists on a USO holiday tour for American troops in Afghanistan. 

A news release from the Marine Corps task force stationed at Kandahar Air Field 

said the tour stopped there on Dec. 17, 2008  and performed for about 200 troops. 

Military members also heard from Kid Rock. 

Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, accompanied the enter-

tainers and praised the infantry troops from the North Carolina-based 3rd Battal-

ion, 8th Marine Regiment. The battalion is part of a special Marine task force sent 

to Afghanistan. . 
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP PRICE INFORMATION 

As of January 1, 2007 

 

Up to and including age 35:   $400.00 

Age 36 up to and including age 50: $350.00 

Age 51 up to and including age 60: $250.00 

Age 61 and over:    $125.00 

 

Consider a life membership on your next renewal date. 

 

The person applying for life membership must be a regular member in 

good standing for one (1) year prior to application. 

 

National Bylaws Article Six—Members Section 645—Life Members 

 

Any member of the Marine Corps League who is in good standing may 

become a life member, upon proper payment of the fee, as required 

herein. A life member shall be subject to the payment of no further 

dues of a detachment, department, or national, such member shall have 

all privileges, rights and benefits enjoyed as a member as long as that 

member shall live. 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
From everyone at the Club 

we wish you and your families 

a SAFE and prosperous New Year! 

There are only two kinds of people that understand Marines:  

Marines and the enemy. Everyone else has a second-hand opinion. 
Gen. William Thornson, U.S. Army 



Dated News Open and Read Immediately 
Greater Nevada Detachment 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________#___________ 

City:__________________________________________________________________________________ State____________ Zip_______________________ 

Date of Birth:__________/__________/__________ Phone Number__________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Enlistment/Commissioning:____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Date of Discharge/Separation/Retire:___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Type of Application:   New (       )   Renewal (       )   Dual (       )   Regular (       )   Associate (       ) 

(       ) I hereby apply for membership in the Greater Nevada Detachment, and enclosure $30.00 for one year’s membership 

(       ) I hereby apply for membership in the Marine Corps League as a Member-At-Large (MAL) and enclose $30.00 for one year’s membership 

*Includes free subscription to MARINE CORPS LEAGUE MAGAZINE 

I hereby certify I have served as a U.S. Marine for more than 90 days, that the character of my service has been honorable, and if discharged, I am in receipt of an honorable discharge. By 

signature on this application, I hereby agree to provide proof of honorable discharge/service upon request. 

Upon completion, turn into your Detachment sponsor with required payment. Applicants for MAL Membership, remit this form with check or money order in the amount of  $30.00 to: 

Marine Corps League, P.O. Box 3070, Merrifield, VA 22116. 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________    _______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Sponsor-where applicable)                                                                                                       Applicant’s Signature 

*All renewal dues and new memberships for will now cost $30.  Please 

consider becoming a life member. Life Membership information is on  

page 6 and Membership Expirations are on page 7. 


