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Paul Bowen 

Commandant 

Greetings Mar ines! 

  It is good to be back, even for a 
short while.  While I have been gone, the 
Finance Committee has made Melissa Cohen 
the full time Club Manager.  Thank-you Fi-
nance Committee. 
 There have been several successful 
events held at the club in the last little while, 
notably a celebration of the Iwo Jima Ma-
rines.  The food was prepared by our capable 
crew of Pauli Croteau, Dave Muzerolle and 
Bill Manning.  The food cost the club noth-
ing and bar sales were above average.  Chet 
Foulke turned in donations to the club of 
$600.00 and a new 100 cup coffee urn.  
Things can happen if the effort is made.  
Club members can make this place a place to 
go if they want to do it.  Pete Caimi produced 
a good portion of his SOS for the event and 
thanks to Larry Kunz of the Longhorn Casino 
& Hotel, another 6 gallons were donated free 
of change.  If you happen to over on the east 
side along Boulder Highway, stop in and 
give them some business or just say hi and 
thanks. Serving Marines 

throughout CA & NV 

 At the general meeting, the 
membership was addressed by Richard 
Perez, Sr., father of Richard Perez, Jr., one 
of the active duty Marines killed in action 
last year.  Mr. Perez hosts a radio show 
and he would like to interview any of our 
members that have stories of interest 
regardless of whether or not hey concern 
Marine experiences.  The interviews could 
cover sports as well, especially since Mr. 
Perez’s program is a sports oriented 
venue.  We have a few very informed 
sports fans in our organization and I am 
sure Mr. Perez’s audience would enjoy 
sharing their knowledge.  Mr. Perez’s 
program is a commercial operation and it 
does cost money.  The club has committed 
$500.00 to the program for five shows and 
Paul Croteau & Jack O’Rourke have 
offered another $100.00 each for 
additional program.  The rest is up to us 
and that is getting members to go on the 
air with Mr. Perez and share their stories.  
If anyone wishes to make additional 
donations, please contact Junior Vice 
Commandant, Jack O’Rourke. 
 March 17th is St. Patrick’s Day.  
Our threesome of Paul, Dave and Bill will 
be laying on a corned beef and cabbage 
feed for $5.00 a plate.  There will be drink 
specials that day as well. Come out and 
enjoy the day be you green or orange. 
 Richard Moran formerly of 
Presidential Helicopter Support donated a 
Marine One helicopter model to the club 
at the last meeting.  His nephew, 
Christopher Luciano is presently serving 
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1 Mar Antique Bottle Collectors Meeting 
1800 

12 Mar NASCAR—Miller drink specials and 
giveaways 

13 Mar Marine Riders-1900 

14 Mar Officer’s Meeting-1900 

15 Mar Nevada Gems-1100 

17 St. Patrick’s Day-Corned Beef and Cab-
bage $5.00—drink specials-1500 

18 Mar Band Night-1700  Come & dance. 

28 Mar General Meeting and spaghetti after, 
free, donations accepted-1930 

 

Please Remember  

Our Friday Appetizers 

Good food, drinks and 

Fellowship from 

1700—2000 

 

Listen to Richard Perez, Sr. on 
KLAV 1230 AM, Sunday afternoons 

at 1300. 
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a pilot there. 
 The next meeting will feature a spaghetti dinner after-
ward.  Lets have a great turnout. 
 I would like to thank Sr. Vice Mike Lamb for getting 
out The Word in February.  Dick Byington and Carl Taylor 
have been stalwarts in getting the publication folded and la-
beled over the past several months.  Thanks to all and well 
done. 
Until next time, 
 
Semper  F i del i s 
Pau l  Bow en  
Commandan t  
 

EDITOR’S BOX 
 As most of you know I took on the job of the 
newsletter editor before becoming Commandant and kept 
it throughout my first term.  My professional life will pick 
up after the first of the year and I would like to pass on the 
torch.  I am not a professional journalist so you can see 
that you do not have to be one to take this position. 

 Our advertising coordinator, Rick Reynolds will 
provide you with the names and ad copy of the paid up 
advertisers each month.  Officers and the club manager 
provide you with their items of interest.  The 
Commandant writes a column.  After putting The Word 
together, you take it to the printer, secure the folders and 
labelers and prepare the paperwork for the Post Office and 
get it over there.  It takes less than a day to put it together 
and part of a day for the folding and mailing each month. 

 My time editing The Word has been enjoyable, 
but it is time for a change and a new look. 

 Please contact me for further information. 

PAUL 

Other Coming Events 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Henderson on 17 March.  Details will be posted on the Bulletin Board. 

Helldorado Days Parade is coming up on 13 May. 

Marine Corps League National Convention August 5 through 12, 2006 in the hometown of our second President, 
John Adams, Quincy, MA. 

Mar ines, 

The 7th Annual Women Veterans Mil i tary H istory Luncheon was  March 3rd, at  Pasta Palace at  Palace 
Stat ion.  The cost  was $25.  The doors opened at  1100 and lunch was served at  1200.  The keynote speaker  was 
MSgt  Diane Bredenger  (USAF, Ret .).  The theme was "Women are no longer  invisible; we are invincible."  

This was the third of such annual luncheons I  have at tended.  I  have to tel l  you, al l  the other  branches of the 
mil i tary are wel l  represented by males showing their  suppor t  for  women in the mil i tary.  I n the past  there have 
only been two Mar ines that  have at tended, Steve Sanson and Capt . Eddie H icks.  I©d sure appreciate a show of 
suppor t  from my male brothers this year .  Teresa and I  wi l l  be wear ing our  MCL uniforms and I©d love to see 
more red covers than ours. 
I  think any of you who at tend wil l  be pleased with the program and displays. 
 
Semper  Fi! 

Cheryl 
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Albertson’s    Chevron  

Rainford Hearing Aid Service Tupperware 

Farmers Insurance   Juice Plus 

Living Air & Water Purifier  Reliant Mortgage 

Sahara Hotel & Casino  Carnival Cruise 
Lines 

Curves for Women Gym  Studio Creations 

Points for Profit 

Members, 

We are now participants in Points for Profit.  There will 
be a jar in the club for your receipts from the 
participating stores.  Please save your receipts and bring 
them in and drop them in the jar.  It will help our 
organization. 

There will be a rally at the Sahara Hotel and Casino on  
January 2006.  We get points for member attendance.  
Let’s see if we can get a large turnout. 

Thank-you. 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
From Chaplain Steve Sanson 

 Several funerals have been attended or ar-
ranged over the past month.  Member Lt.Col. Robert 
WagnerThanks goes to Past Chaplain, Chet Foulke 
and Jim Childress who ably stepped in for me while 
I was out of town. 
 Robert Webster, a non-member passed 
away and I participated in his service. 
 Phil Cufari was hospitalized with bronchitis, 
but is out and present at the Feb. General Meeting. 
 Members, please remember to stand at the 
flag folding at funerals.  If you are wearing the 
League cover, please salute at the appropriate time. 
Most of the time, the Commandant will give the 
command and in absence the I&I commander will do 
so. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By; 
Chaplain Steve Sanson 
e-mail: stevewsanson@cs.com 
phone: 702 283 8088 
 
 
 
 
In memory of: 
 
Donald E. Koehler, U.S. Marine 
       Passed Away October 27, 2005 
       Semper Fi with love from your wife,  

ADJUTANT’S CALL 
Adjutant Cheryl Gardner  
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Semper Fi, 
Cheryl Gardner, Adjutant 
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Vietnam War 1965-1973 
Medal of Honor Recipient  
 
 Major Robert J. Modrzejewski, who earned the nation’s highest decoration, the 
Medal of Honor, for conspicuous gallantry in Vietnam, was born 3 July 1934, in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He graduated from Pulaski High School there in 1953, then 
attended Wisconsin State Teachers College prior to entering the University of Wisconsin 
in Milwaukee, where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Education in 1957.  
 While at the University of Wisconsin, he was a member of the Platoon Leaders 
Class and upon graduation, was commissioned a Marine Corps Reserve second 
lieutenant in June 1957. He was integrated into the Regular Marine Corps in May 1960.  
Second Lieutenant Modrzejewski completed the 4-57 Basic Course, The Basic School, 

Marine Corps Schools, Quantico, Virginia, in March 1958, then served as an instructor at The Basic School until the 
following May. 
 From June 1958 until September 1959, he was attached to the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines, 3d Marine Division, and 
served as a platoon leader of H&S Company, as well as platoon leader and S-2 Officer of Company I and Company M, 
respectively. He was promoted to first lieutenant in December 1958. 
 Transferred to Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, he served, successively, as Equipment Officer with the Landing 
Support Company, 2d Service Battalion, 2d Marine Division until May 1960; Pathfinder Team Leader of the 2d Force 
Reconnaissance Company, until December 1960; Pathfinder Team Leader with Sub Unit One, HMR(L)-262, MAG-26 at 
Marine Corps Air Facility, New River, North Carolina, until May 1961, and again as Pathfinder Team Leader and Parachute 
Pathfinder Team Leader with the 2d Force Reconnaissance Company, until May 1962. While serving in the latter capacity, 
he served aboard the USS San Marcos (LSD-25) with Sub Unit #2. He was promoted to captain in May 1962.  
 Captain Modrzejewski saw a three year tour of duty as Assistant Officer in Charge, Marine Corps Recruiting 
Station, Cincinnati, Ohio. In May 1965, he returned to the Marine Corps Schools in Quantico, Virginia, and served as 
Executive Officer, Company E, Officers Candidates Schools, until August 1965, then attended the Amphibious Warfare 
School, completing the course in February 1966. 
 Ordered to the West Coast, then to the Republic of Vietnam, he assumed duty as Commanding Officer of 
Company K, 3d Battalion, 4th Marines, 3d Marine Division. It was during this period that he distinguished himself above 
and beyond the call of duty. The Medal of Honor was presented to him by President Lyndon B. Johnson in ceremonies 
held at the White House on 12 March 1968.  
 Captain Modrzejewski later served as Battalion S-3 and Company Commander until December 1966, then became 
Command Operations Center Watch Officer with Headquarters Company, 3d Marine Division, FMF, until May 1967. He 
was promoted to major in January 1967. 
 Upon his return to the United States in June 1967, he was assigned to the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland, as Commanding Officer of the Marine Barracks. In January 1970, he entered the Armed Forces Staff College, 
Norfolk, Virginia, and completed the course the following June. He then reported to Marine Corps Air Station, Kaneohe, 
Hawaii, for duty with Headquarters and Service Company, First Marine Brigade. 
 Colonel Modrzejewski retired from the Marine Corps in August 1986. 
 A complete list of his medals and decorations includes: the Medal of Honor, the Purple Heart, the Presidential Unit 
Citation, the National Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal with two bronze stars, the Vietnamese Gallantry 
Cross with Gold Star, and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal. 
 
From: http://hqinet001.hqmc.usmc.mil/HD/Historical/Whos_Who/Modrzejewski_RJ.htm 
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